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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

DANIEL SCOTT HOUSE   (VALMONT) HABS No.  VA-10O1 

I   citlon:      Warren  Road,   Koute   726,   one  rntle  w^st   of 
ocottsville,   Albemarie  County,   Virginia. 

i r*«er.t owner:     rir.   and   Mrs.   Richard   Duff 

■^.g^t occupant:     Mr.   and  Mrs.   Richard   Duff 

i v**ent  use :      Dwelling 

.^■tt^-nf'p.t of sign! ficance : The original structure i; 
typical lbth century house with two rooms 
b^lnw, two above and an Kn^lish basement. 
[ t prob-jbly served as the temporary first 
courthouse of Albemarie County and was as 
well the horse of several ren prominent in 
the   early  history   of   Scottsville, 
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I'art   1     -   Historical   .1 nformot ii>n 

A.     1' h y s \ o a 1   history 

1.  Original and subsequent owners 

J ooehlar.d County 

1737  Will of Edward Scott recorded February 10 in 
Will book 3, page 107 
to Daniel "my land at Totier.... 

containing 5CO acres'* 

Albemarle County 

1798  Will of John Scott recorded February 23 in 
Will book ^, page 1 
to grandson John "all my lands on 

James River in counties of Albemarle 
and P'luvanna,"  "plantation utensils 
on that part of tract which lies below 
the mouth of  Totier Cree,)?" 

1821  Deed recorded October 17 in 
Deed book 26, page I78 - 
John Scott 

to 
William Moon 
655 acres 

1825  Deed recorded March k   in 
Deed book 25. pa^e XkS 
William i^ioon 

to 
Charles Locke and George i'l. Payne, trustees 
655 acres 

1825  Deed recorded March ^4 in 
Deed book 2b, page 2M 
Charles Locke and George V-..   Fsyne 

to 
Peyton Harrison 
655 acres at public auction 

Ib'H . Deed r^oorviod December 2S in 
Deed book 31, pase 517 
Peyton Harrison 

to 
Carter Harrison 
.626 acres; "where the said Peyton and June 

Gary have lately and. for sever?! ye^rs 
past resided" 
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1841  Deed recorded January 11 In 
Deed book 38, page 489 
Carter Harrison 

to 
Thomas Burton 
526 acres; "that tract of land called Val-nont" 

1841  Deed recorded January 23 in 
Deed book 38, page 477 
Thomas Burton 

to 
G. M. Lewis and George W. Randolph, trustees 
526 acres 

1844  Deed recorded July 13 in 
Deed book 42, pages 80,468 
George W. Randolph(surviving trustee ) 

to 
James ft. Garnett 
508 acres at public auction 

1846  Deed recorded. November 15 in 
Deed book 47, page 513 
Geoi^e W. Randolph 

to" 
James K. Garnett 
completion of terms of sale 

1852  Deed recorded September 1 in 
Deed book 51, page 210 
James M. Garnett 

to 
John Gantt 
508 acres 

I67O  Deed recorded September 2 in 
Deed book 65. page 4l4 
Henry Gantt 

to 
John a. White, F. 3. Durrant and A.    d. Brown, 

trustees 
508 acres; "bought by Doctor John Gantt 

....called Belmont and inherited by 
said Henry Gantt" 

lists f*ve dwelling houses , barn, stnbles 

1886  Deed recorded April 24 in 
Deed book 86, page 105 
Fat tie Gantt 

to 
Thorn-1 s Martin, trustee 
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1886  Deed recorded April 24 In 
Deed book 86, page 104 
Thomas iMartin, trustee 

to 
lattie Gantt 
508 acres at public auction 

188?  Deed recorded *pril 9 in 
Deed, book 88, pa^re 2 
JFattie Gantt 

to 
Thomas Martin, trustee 
508 acres; "owned by late Henry Gantt 

at time of his death" 
to secure debt to Pitts and Dourier 

1895  Deed recorded January 23 in 
Deed book 102, pae;e 491 
Thomas Martin, trustee 

to 
D. H. Pitts and William Dourier 
503 acres at public auction 

1908 Deed recorded July 1 in 
Deed book 1^0, page 257 
William 3. Dourier 

to 
D. H. Pitts 
half share of Valmont "upon which D. E. Pitts 

now resides" 

1928  Deed recorded November 9 in 
Deed book 203, page 59 
D. .11. Pitts 

to 
Scottsville National Bank 
509 acres - bankruptcy action 

193^  Deed recorded June 25 in 
Deed book 2 09,pac;e 309 
Scottsville National Bank 

to 
L. H.   Stinson 
509 acres 

1932  Deed recorded April 2 in 
D&ec)   book 215* page 5^0 
L. H. Stinson 

to 
Nannie Stinson 

-. 509 acres 
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1932  Deed ree.orde- April ?   In 
Deed book ?35, page 114 
Nannie Stinson 

to 
L. H. Stlnson 
509 seres 

195*3  Deed recorded March 1 in 
Deed book 338. puire 449 
L. H. Stinson 

to 
J. L. Gardner 
509 acres 

1962  Deed recorded July 10 in 
Deed book 380, page 377 
J. L. Gardner 

to 
Leith bremner 
509 acres 

196 5  Deed recorded. June 29 in 
Deed bock ^08, pa*$e 532 
Leith Bremner 

to 
J. L. Gardner and Forrest E. Faulett 
509 acres 

I966 Deed recorded May 31 in 
Deed book 419, page 195 
J, L. Gardner 

to 
Forrest :■,. laulett 
partner 3 h n r e relinquished 
509 acres 

197 3  Deed recorded IMOVember 30 in 
Deed book 541, page 563 
Forrest ^. Paulett 

to 
Leonard Land and Livestock, LTD., and 

Chester f. baker 
503 acres 

1974  Deed recorded November 26   in 
Deed book 5^5, page 119 
L^ori'ird Lurid arid Livestock LTD. 

to 
hich^rd >i. Duff Jr.   and Julie 3. Duff 

r*-' 
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2".  i-'ate of erect 1 on :  appro x In: ^ toly 1?^ 0 

3.  Architect:  unknown 

^ .  Alterati ons ami add it Ions: 

The original structure h^d ?n « n.^Ii sh 
basement, two r. o:rs on the first floor and 
two rooms on the second.  A major addition 
occurred around 1800 providing an extra room 
on each level.  K'-.ny other alterations h^ve 
occurred through time.  Cn the original struc- 
ture , a rear porch was nddeii , and !?iuch Inter 
enclosed.  A saall front porch was removed 
and replaced by a succession of larger ones. 
A room was added on the rear of the first 
floor of the addition and the connection 
between the two blocks was enlarged.  Alter- 
ations will be discusser! no re specifle^lly 
in tart II. 

fiistoricnl ever.ts and persons conn~ cter.   w11h the 
structure 

The early history of the 18th century house 
now known as Valmont is inseparable from the history 
of Scottsvilie and. Albercsrle County in th5 s period. 
Built on the bluffs overlooking the Horseshoe bend 
of the James River at Scottsville, the house passed 
through four generations of the family for whom the 
town was named. 

The original tract of lsnri on whlch the house 
wa3 built - 550 acres on the James Plver ft the mouth  ^ 
of Totier Creek - was patented by ndward .-Scott in 1732. 
In a will recorded in Goochland County and dated June 
1729 (Will book 1, page 205), Edward Scott is Identi- 
fied as one of four brothers:  John, the eldest and 
testator of the will, who died childless; Samuel, 
Edward, and Joseph, the youngest. 

Frocn the early records of Goochland County 
L'.dward emerges as an important f I cure.  In the orig- 
inal commission of the county signed by Governor 
"^'illinrr. Gooch and dated 172-8, ■ Ldwir'-' Scott Is nain^d 
as one of the first justices.-     He was moreover, a- 
raajor land owner and was involved \n   numerous land 
transactions in the following decade3, as well as many 
civil ;suits before the Goochland County court.^  In 
1735b.e was granted a license t ■ 'derate a ferry on 
.^i^V^J-'araes'-'-Hiver at what is now ^nnnakin, Vi^^inia*, 
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and in 1736 he contracted to build the Goochland 
County prison at Mannakin.   Finally, his obituary 
in the Virginia Gazette, march ZU,   1737, identified 
hi.' ar-   ■■-.  current member of the Virginia House of 
Eurgesses. ? 

Ire vrill of Edward Scott, record-d :.r.   Gooch- 
land County and dated February 10, 1737 ('.'ill book 3, 
parre 107), is important in speculation about Valmont. 
The will identifies Edward's family as follcws:  a 
wife Ann, older son Daniel, younger son John and 
daughter Frances.  To Daniel he left "this land whereon 
I now live in Mannakin Town," as well as, "my land at 
Totier....containg 5(-'0 acres."  On the basis of these 
comments, as well as his activities in Mannakin, it 
can be assumed first, th«t Edward Scott never lived 
at Toci^r Cr?ek, and second, that ValTont, at this 
time (1737), probably had not yet been built. 

On September ^ , 17^U Goochland County was parti- 
tioned , and f ron its v^ stern sect ion Alb?marl e County 
was ore a ted .  The or.cca n i zi ncr mee 11 r.p;  of Albem0 rl e 
County took place on February 28, 17^5*  The notes 
from this meeting, the first court session recorded 
in the Albemarle County Order Book, suggest that by 
this time Valmont did exist ot Totier, for it is noted 
that the next session of court the following month 
"will be held at Mr. Scott's plantation at Totier." 

It is likely then that between 173? and 17^5, 
Daniel Scott, eldest son of Edward, left the family 
home in tf^nnakin and built a new house on the tract 
of land at Totier Creek, and that this nous-;- then 
served as a temporary courthouse until the completion 
of the new courthouse approxima tely two years later. 
The process of building- a new courthouse had begun 
almost immediately.  In the record of the May 23, 17^5 
session of the Albomnrle court (pasre 20) it is stated 
that "Samuel Scott, son of Kdw^-rrf Scott deceased, pro- 
poses to build a courthouse, stocks and pillory at his 
own proper costs," and in the June 27, 17^5 record 
(pas;e 22) it is noted that the courthouse, to be com- 
pleted by the last  d-\y  of June, 17^7, shall be locate^ 
"at such place as the Justices of Albem'-irle sh"ll choose 
on the land of Daniel Scott, son of Edward Scott, 
deceased,"  :.vh11e the reference to Samuel -^s the son 
of hduard is puzzling since ddward's will does not 
mention a son by that name (this is probably Edward's 
brother oamuel), it is clear that the new courthouse 
was built in the vicinity of the present house at 
Valmont. 
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and in 1736 he con trac ted to build the Goochland 
County prlcon at tfannakin.   Finally, his obituary 
in the Virginia Gazette, tfarch 2'J, 1737, identified 
hi ru .;>'; ■■; current member of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses.7 

Th e v; 111 c f - .1 wn rd Scott, r e o o rr: -.rd i n ■'.; ooc h- 
land County .ynd dated bebruary 10, 1737 (Will book 3» 
pair? 107), is important in speculation about Valmont. 
The will identifies Edward's family as follows:  a 
wife Ann, older son Daniel, younger son John .-and 
daughter Prances.  To Daniel he left "this land whereon 
I now live in Kannakin Town," as well TS, "my land at 
Totier.... contains 500 acres."  On the b^sls of these 
comments, as well as his activities in Manr.aiMn, it 
can be assumed first, that ^dw-^rd Scott never li.-ved 
at Totier Creek, and second, that V^iront, nt this 
time (1737). probably had .not yet been built. 

Ln September 4, 17^4 Goochland County was parti- 
tioned, and from its western section Aib^'mrJe County 
was created.  The orpjsnizir.c ^eetlns: of Albemarle 
County took place on February 28, 17^5-  Tne notes 
from this meeting, the first court session recorded 
in the Albemarle County Order Book, suggest that by 
this time Valmont did exist ot Totier, for it is noted 
that the next session of court the following month 
"will be held at Kr. Scott's plantation at Totier." 

It is likely then that between 1737 and 17^5, 
Daniel Scott, eldest son of Edward, left the family 
home in tfannakin and built a new house on the tract 
of land at Totier Creek, and thrit this house then 
served as a temporary courthouse until the completion 
of the new courthouse approximately two years later. 
The process of   build inc; a new courthouse had begun 
almost immediately.  In the record of the May 23, 17^5 
session of the Albemarle court (pao:e 20) it is stated 
that "Samuel Scott, son of I'ldw-^d Scott deceased, pro- 
poses to build a courthouse, stocks and pillory at his 
own proper costs," and in the June 27, 17^5 record 
(pa^re 22) it is noted that the courthouse, to be com- 
pleted by the last d'iy of June, 17^(7, shall be Incited 
"at such place as the justices of Albemarle «*h'0 1 choo?e 
on the land of Daniel Scott, son of Tdwerd Scott, 
deceased ."  ,-.:hlle the reference to Samuel -=s the son 
of Kdward is puzzling s ince :ldwsird ' s will does not 
mention a son by that name (this Is probably Edward's 
brother Samuel), it is clear that the new courthouse 
was built in the vicinity of the present house at 
Valmont. 
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The July 25. 17^5 court record (pajre 33) 
contains the; following two notices:  "On tru* mo- 
tion of Daniel Scott leave is (riven him to keep a 
ferry from the Court House landing to the onnosite 
side," -And "On the motion of Daniel Scott l^ave Is 
iriv^n h \ T. to ''PPD an ordinary at the court houre." 
In the January 2U, 17^6 court record (pao-e U , appen- 
dix) and yearly thereafter, the following notice 
appears;  "to be paid by Publlck....to Daniel Scott, 
for keeping a ferry at the courthouse.... 1000 lbs. of 
tobacco."  Thus, as county seat, there «rew, in the 
vicinity of Valraont and the courthouse, a community 
which became known as Scott*s Landing. 

In 1761, Buckingham County was created from 
that part of Albemarle County lying south of the 
James River, leaving Scott's Landing isolated on the 
southern edge of the county.  As a result, the County 
court was moved in 17&5 fco a ^ore central position in 
the new town of Charlottesvillti, leaving the court- 
house at Valmont abandoned.0 

It is said that the addition to Valmont was 
built from timbers taken from the abandoned court- 
house around 1800 and several carefully chamfered 
posts and beams in its basement which have obviously 
been cut to fit new circumstances tend to support 
this idea.  It Is also said that Lafayette visited 
Valmont in 162^ in commemoration of an heroic and 
crucial Hevolutionary War action in which militia 
supplies kept In the abandoned courthouse were saved 
from the Bri ti sh." 

In 1769 a petition for the incorporation of 
Scott's Land ing presented to the Virgin! a Assembly 
by John Scott was rejected.    In his will recorded 
in Alberaarle County and. dated February 23, 1793 (Will 
book 4, page 1), John Scott is Identified as the son 
of Edward Scott and brother of Daniel.  A reference 
to land "that descended to me from my father and 
brother" indicates that Daniel by this time had died, 
with no will recorded, and that ownership of Valmont 
had passed to John.  he in turn left to his grandson 
John 111 and the child's mother hlizabeth a tract of 
land below the* T.outh of Totier Creek and the use, 
during her widowhood , "of the" dwelling house and 
offices wherein her la te husband resided," a probable 
reference to Valmont.  It was John Scott III th^n, 
who In 1821 sold Valmont to William iloon, and it was 
the same ..John Scott who in 1818 successfully petitioned 
the Virginia Assembly for the incorporation of Scotts- 
ville.11 
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The growth or Sottsvillp Included the annex- 
ation in lcol °f twenty-one acres known as "Harrison's 
Addition."  The owner, Feyton Harrison, was also at 
this time owner and resident of Valmont, 

In a deed recorded in lo^-l thr n.'imc " Va] mont" 
which \ 3 now generally associ-xteri wi th th^ house 
appears for the first time in reference to the entire 
526 acre farm.  The name is repeated in all subse- 
quent deeds with the exception of an 1870 need which 
identifies the property as "Belmont." 

The following notes provide insight into the 
more recent history of Valmont.  They were written 
by Mrs. Stella Fitts Pruett. whose father, D. K. Pitts 
purchased, Valmont with William Dourier in 1895« 

"The oldest house on Valmont was probably a 
small one room leg cabin in the woods between Val- 
mont and iiellehaven on the hill nbove the da.71.  Kade 
of logs with pine floor, rock lirepiace, its small 
winnows had rotted, solid wood shutters and door was 
heavy wood with a wooden bar that latched into a 
support on each side of door.  Sixty years aro when 
David and I played Indians there It was ready to fall 
d own. 

To the left of the front of the "old court house" 
and down the hill from it was a group of Walnut treps ■ 
the remnants of a rock foundation under them were 
pointed out to me as where the old County jail had 
been. 

B-side the left wins; of the: o.C.H. was a mount- 
ing block that was put there for the benefit of Mad- 
ison who was a short man.  A matching blocv formed 
the front step of the house known as "Old Valmcnt." 

Colonel Kenry Gantt was a native of Maryland. 
He lived near Annapolis and w-3s disturbed by gathering 
war clouds from the North and the South.  Wishing to 
put his wife (and fainily?) Into a safer place, he 
purchased Vulmont.  He moved his people and his slaves 
and his stock overland from Mary Innd to this refuge.- 

Aunt clary Juhnson who lived In a cabin on the 
old Snapp place was one of the slaves 1 knew who made 
the journey.  She died, very old, in th^ 1^20's.  Her 
daughters, rtary Johnson and Arie worked around town 
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for  years.     Arle  worked   for  the.   hsnn  Dlllards. 

rjurine;   the   Civil   War   troops  of   the   ftorth  camped 
on   the   low  grounds  and   meadows   twice.      Once   ijtoneman. 
Once   oheridan.      ,Vhen   Colonel  Gantt   c^me   home   from   the 
vf/ir,   he   found   his   wife,   an  invalid   by   fchvn,   living 
in   the   overseer's   house.      One   of   the   additions   for 
her   comfort   was   a   s:call   green   hcu.se   next   to   her   bed- 
room.      There   were   several   magnifioent  magnolia   trees 
in   front   of   this   and   slightly   to   the   side   of   them  were 
nine  or  ten  graves,   marked, only  by  small,   fragrant 
jonquils   in   the   spring.     The   U.D.C.   -aa.de   plans and 
got  records   together  many   times   to  mark   these  graves 
but   no  marker had  been  put  up   thro  1929- 

The   Manor  house   (built   by  whom?  destroyed   how?) 
was   about   300   yards   southwest   of  Old   Valmont,   on   the 
far   side   of   the   farm   road.      Terr-ace;-   of   blackberry 
3ti^.   pines   and   weeds   blossomed    In   the   spri DP:   and   early 
■=:umm"r  with   single   roses,   mos**:   ro^^s,   1111 ".a,   shrubs 
and   boxwood   stru^Q'led   around   the   oV   foundation   and 
one   11 lie   bush   hid   survived, 

Pitts   Finn   Courier   bought   Valmont   In   the   l890's 
and   raised   horses.      Billy  Garth   trained    the   best   - 
some   won   fame   as   steeplechasers.      Imperial is  won   the 
queen's   cup   at   Toronto   and   was   a   noted   Stallion   of  his 
day.      ethers   were   trained   for   fiat   racing,    for  plea- 
sure  riding,   for  hunt!riff  and  many   were   sold   for  polo 
ponies.      In   1918,   Leake   iitts   bought   the   1-st   forty 
brood   mares   and   colts   and   moved   them   to   J Ik   K.11.1 . 

1   u in   torn   at   uld   Valmont   in   l-jO?,    my   father 
having   boucht   out   Mr.    i>»uri er   around   ] yu3.      When   we 
::JOV- d   to   hew   Valmont   about   l-)L'd>   or   nine,   my   mother 
found   an   office?.-1 s   c,\<;or^   in  a   conceal::   <'iosrt  close 
to   the   mantel   of   the   room   next   to   the   little   wreen 
house.      Fapa   ^ot   in   touch   with   various   people  and 
finally   f >und   a   relative   of  Colonel  Gantt  who  came   to 
iret   it,      I   think   it   was   a   nephew. 

Th^'   hed;r-~s   on   the   fTTP  W«re   mock   onnsa-1   $nd 
I'OvtM'r"'   w I th   Vi r>\ ii\\ a   Cra -per   arr1    hone y sue''"! e .      A 
f.M.,r   of    ' h"    r'j s tu r-^s    still    I: ir    ra \ ■ i    rc.es.       '•v-ry- 
v;i-; ,Vp   -.ov-rt   I'm i t   tr-. es ,    J. i in- s   of   tu] ' p   re el':-a ,   hieknry , 
walnut    -nd    br"-ch .      .-ri id   ire ran 1 urns ,    1 '""\y si i    '. ^rs ,   yel- 
lo'w   vl''l;ts,   c°r"' 1 rmons   ap^   chl nq uanlns ,   hollies   an^ 

.r'nre   tr^-'s   of    fed   currents.      ^e^r   and   foxes   vr**   S'"-en 
In   th-.- ■ winter . " 
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iX'»ore,   vifrinia.   Scottsvll lq   on   th"   J^s,   J'^rm^r.  Pr~ss 
: - >,   :.   ?. 

?:i:^,    p.   2 

■"Jonchlnnd   County   n^^   Books;   D.B.   l.po.   '<;6,46,74,   97,100, 
:  .-,^^,205.319,376,421.     D.B.   2.   pp.   58,   IOC,  119,  17'J.   185, 
• ■- * 

^Goochland  County  Order  Books:     1728-1730,   po.   16,   ?2, 
>,,   ^,   5^,62,6?,7^,116,117.1^5.170;   1730-1731.   r>o.   115,   120, 
:i'l.  144,   147,1*48,166,167.   174,167.   168;   1735-1741,   p.   47 

5ibld,   1735-1741  p.   ^7 

6lbid,   book  2,   p.   60 

■'VIrc:in I a  Hi? tori c.-tl   Xi^azinr ,   vnl.    33,   pp.    37-38. 

'"'Xoorr' ,   op   ci t,   p.   29 • 

'•'ibid, p. 53- 

10Ibid, p. 50 

nibid, p. 50 

C.  Sources of Information 

Albernsrle County:  First Crd^r Book 
Deed Books 
Will Books 

Goochland County:  Order tk;oks 
Deed Books 
Will Books 

Gwathmsy, John K.f Twelve Virginia Counties, Dietz 
Press, nlchmond, Virginia 1937. 

Hoore , Virginia,  Scottsvlll^ on the James, Jarman 
press, Charlottesville, Virginia 1969- 

Rawlin«s, Kary,  Ante-bellum Albgflinrl*?, Ch«trlottffs- 
ville, Virginia 1935 

Virginia Historical Kagazine 

Letter:  Mrs. Stella Pitts Fruett 
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i-irt   II   -   nrch V tec tural   Infurma :lnn 

a.     General   statement 

1. .^rcr.I tectural   cr.-iiractcr :      An   exce ! lent   example ' 
of   the   loth   ce:.tury   vernacular   house,   with   steeply 
ci tched   roof,   f lanUinsr   chimr-vs   an-i   sirnole   eetaiIs 

2. Condition  of  fabric:     Good. 

B.     Description  of  exterior 

1. Overall   d linens ions :      Original   structure   -   approx- 
imately   28■•   x  181.      With   all   subsequent   additions, 
the   house   is   presently  28'   -   11"   x  58'   -  11". 
The   original   structure  ?n^   th^   IcOC  addition .?.re 
both   two   stories,   with  b=is?rrert,   while   th~   con- 
nection  bet^rar.   the   oi '?c^3   occurs   on} y   «t   the 
first   floor. 

2. Four.'1,?. t ions :      ^ri£ir.:-.l   structure   -   rsndorr   stone; 
the   west   !.;n].l   'r-.s   b*-en   extensively   mtche^   in 
brlcV;    the   north   wall   has   been   replaced   with   con- 
crete   block, 
Addition  -   brick;   north  and   south  walls  h^\e  been 
replaced   with  concrete   block 

3. Walls:     Beaded   weatherboard,   painted  white. 

Li,     Structural   system;      heavy   timber,   hand   hewn; 
rcortisc   and   tenon   joints;   1  -   shaped   corner   posts 
curved   from   single   timber. 

5-   lorchos:     t r i.cvinal   structure   -   .a   small   entry   porch 
Indlcitn1   by   a   notch   in   the   cornier   over   the   door 
h a s   1 ori r:   be e n  re cove d ;   a   por c h   ad ^ft-^.   to   the   rear 
has  ree.nn11 y  been  enclosed . 

6.     Chimneys:      i,riP\inal   structure   -   flanking  chimneys, 
probably  symmetrical   originally;   the   east   chimney 
has   been replaced   by  a   smaller   one;   the  "west  chim- 

■ney   has   recently   been   carefully  rebuilt   following 
a   structural   failure;   American   bond. 
Add i t ion  -   a  chimn-w   on   the   r-as tern   ■'•nd   h">s   nlso 
bfpn   carefully   rebuilt   follow inp;   the   r^-c \ .    col- 
lapse   of   the   original. 

V .      openi np r, 

a. ■   Doors,   doorways:      Ori^ln'il   structure   -   wooden, 
six  panelled   door;   notches   at   door   lintel 



HABS No,   VA-1001,  p.   14 

• 

height   in   the   framing  on   the   east   end   sue:- 
scftst   that   two  noors  flank'-'-'   th*   chi^n^y  on 
the   main  floor,   one  with  access   to   the   out- 
side ,    the   other   wi th  access   to  a   sm.il 1  add i- 
tIon   to   the   siOe;   at   the   r^ar,   the   basement 
in  on   around.  le v*l   w\ th  or/1  ('cor, 
Ari-; it-ion  -   entry  occurs   in   connection   be- 
tween   the   original   structure   and    the   1800 
addition;   door   to   baseinsnt  at  regr. 

b.     Windows:     Original   structure  -  first  floor, 
wooden  double   hung   six-over-six   sash  windows; 
second   floor,   wooden  double  hung  four-over- 
four   sash  windows;   a dormer added   over   the 
entry,  is  also  a   six-over-six wooden  double 
huna-  window;   wiridov/s   to   the   nin?:lish   base- 
ment   have   been   bricked   in;   windows   on   the 
rear  of  the  house   are modern. 
An-ition  -  first  floor,   six-over-nine  wooden 
d ouole   hur.r  windovrs;   second   floor   east  ".r^ , 
Boeder   fix;d   win'iovis   wi th   four   limits; 
we st   end ,   wood '-n  r' ouM e   hunp'   $\ ?.- o v-r- ei x   wi n- 
dows;   wi r/'ows   in   the   basement,   en   the   rear   of 
the   addition  and   in   the   connection  ar^   modern. 

8.      Hoof :     Original   struotur-   an'5   &<'•* '• tion  -   st'^ply 
pi toned   >-i th   slate   cov*rlnff.      hear   slope   of   roof 
of   connection   and   lean-to   on  QH.I I tion   is   .^tnnd \ np; 
seam   ttetal. 

C.      Di^cri   t ion   of   the   inter\or 

1.      Moor   plans 

u.      casement:      Original   structure'-   one   room   with 
fireplace   on   we st   ^n^- ;   ccn tral   entry. 
Audition   -   one   room   '."ith   fireplace,   now   closed. 
Crawl   space   under   connector. 

b, First   floor:     original   structure   -  two rooms; 
entry   occurs   in   l^r-rer   r ■>■*■_■<   or   the   west,   under 
deso jnd inff  stair;    smaller   room   on   the   east; 
both   rooms   have   access   to   recent   porch  enclo- 
rure   to  T ear. 
■V'Hitior   -   onf   room  wi th   f \ v :ViC"   --ir.d   corner 
.^'ti-'ir;    e-r.tr.y    from   conn-:C to r,   Mrr""s   to   1 "-in- 
to  at  rear. 

c. oecon^   floor:      C-
,T
\ p-inal   ^trijrtura   -   central 

r;tair   hall   between   two   s.y mrtri o->l   roOTS ; 
dormer   space   at   head   of   stairs. 
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Add it Ion - one room wi th stair , r;9rrr* tt rn \ 1 
on west f^nc . 

2. otairways:  Original structure - on- cental stair 
f r-tj'n fir." t to socond f l'<or ; fTVI M n.^ -vif'^iuic 1 r.- 
dleate:: this stair originally was L-ohai^n , turning; 
into t::•.,■ west, or entry room. 
addition - one stair from first to second floor, 
L-shaped, turning into northwest corner of room. 

3. Flooring:  Wide hardwood flooring in original 
structure and addition; dirt in basement. 

U,  '.'.'all and ceil in? finish:  Original but ba'-ly de- 
teriorated horse-hair reinforced plaster was 
recently removed froii second flonr rooms.  All 
walls and c^lMnKs arf now p^ intsd rrypsum bo?,rd . 
P-3 int*d panHllna; to chair rail he 1 s-rt oneurs 1 n 
first level of both th" or\v\n^l structurr nnd 
the v:d i t\ or.. 

5 .  Doorways and doors:  Wooden six panel!o^ '">^ors 
with simple mouldings occur throughout. 

6. Trim:  Chair rails and baseboards occur in all 
original first floor rooms; baseboards occur in 
all second floor rooms. 

7. Hardware: I»ox locks and iron hinges occur fre- 
quently ;j 

8. Heating:  !'och room in the original structure 
and uhe addition has its owr. fireplace.  Fire- 
places or: the east end of the or id nal structure 
have be^n removed. 

D.  Site 

General   setting:   and   orientation:      Valnont   Is 
situated   on   the   bluffs  west  of   Scottsvill*   over- 
looking;   the   Horseshoe   Bend   of   the   Jnm»s   FM ver;   it 
is   surrounded   by   th<*   farmland   which   comprised   the 
orlflml   tract   of   55^   ^crcs.      Th-3   ^ntry   front   fac 
south-southwe531. 

outbuildings:     ii   small   tvio   storey   born,   e.pprox- 
im^tely   12'   x  12'   stands   to   the   re*)1**  of   the   house. 
Its   heavy   timber  construction   is   similar   to   thst 
of   the   house. 
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3.      A  ^ravpy^rri   Is   located   on   a   terrace   eqct   of   the 
house   toward   the   river, 

l-M-t  111   -  froj-ct   information 

This   project   T-r'-i?;   unn-rt^v-rr   by   -olv-rt   T^ox1!"!. 
i-r-aru^ ce   stu:!" r- z   in   --irchi tecture   ^ t   th^   Univ--rsi ty  of 
Vlr^ini?   for   the   cours«   "Measured   Drawings:   otunies   in 
V';rnacul-'ar  Architecture,"   under   the   direction   of K.   Reward 
Lay,   Associate   Professor   of   Architecture, 

This documentation was produced  in 1975, and was donated to 
the Historic American Buildings  Survey   (HABS). The documentation 
was not produced under  the  supervision of HABS, nor has  it been 
edited by HABS staff. 


